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AN ADDRESS TO THE JEWS OF GREAT
| BRITAIN.

-

BRETHREN, ~ “ » .
Having seen in the “Voice of Jacob,” No. 65, Feﬁrdary 2nd,
a Letter from M.,* addressed to Sir Moses Montefiore, upon
the position of the English Jews; T most respectfully beg to
lay before you my opinion upon the subject which that letter
endeavours to unfold, as interesting to yourselves, and grati-
fying to those who have your welfare at heart. Soine years
have elapsed since I put pen to paper for the purpose
appearing in print in relation to your spiritual and fem-
poral state, a serious illness having for a long time deprived
me of the will and of the means of addressing you ; but havinhg,
with the blessing of God, recovered my health, and as the
in which we live is teeming with events extraordinary and
interesting, 1 shall require but little apology in address
at present. I must firss draw your attention to the g
accounts from abroad. - .
Mark the contrast between the pursuits of English and
foreign Israclites—what are they doing in Leipzig, Prague,
Lemberg, Brody, Berlin, and Hamburgh? Lay before our
unfortunately .neglected, yet knowledgp-seeking Hebrews, the
heart-cheering acgount of the exhumation of the splendid
works of our poets and philosophers, which had been moulder-
ing in manuscript for centuries in public and private libraries.
Behold our, foreign brethren, as it were, raising to life a
Jewish Shakespeare, in the works of Moses Luzzato, 4 prince
of poets, a name scatcely known here, whose genius; soared
aldft in.majestic metre, rivalling all who before him, had -
lauinched into the highér regions-of thonght, and had thained
their conceptions to expressions of sublimity in the! sacred
language. ‘ | :
Let us catch a spark from the poetic fire of his lwks}ya‘dxs%
* On going to press, 1 learned, and have, permission to st&.t&i that

talented writer of the letter is Mr. Mears Lawson, of Bristol, | .
¥ In coupling his name with that of our immortal English bard, 1t

not for the Txantity and degree of his writings, but for the

which he holds amongst Jewish poets.
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.overed work, 1yp L»-yh « Migdol Oz,” and deplore the long
neglect of Israel, to sepk his ‘mouldering bones, and revivify
them by the press. | ;

His drama m5mpn D\jwﬁ “ Layshonm Tehilla,” his
pynd 'W;L) ¢« Leshon Limudim,” or Biblical Rhetoric, and
some other works long known and admired, have procured for
hlm a renown for the classic beauties of his language; but
this Hebrew poetic eﬂ{uston Ny 5+41 has raised a « strc{@
tower,” immortal to his genius and mental excellence.* He
flourished in 1750. His biography, attached to the work, is
written by S. Luzzatp and M. Letteris; as well as a most
beautiful dissertation ¢1 Latin, upon our best modern Hebrew
poets and their works.

sze us a translation of that superb sacred drama by a
living author, Nachma Fishman, ]ate]y published at Lemberg,

The mtroductlon is written by Jécob
Budak. In the first aét of the fifth scene; the poet gives the
soliloquy of the mothet of Sisera, on the report of her son’s
death, a few lines of ?lc}l may not ptove unacceptable :—
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Not beingable to write poetry, or in any way to do Jusuce
to the lofty thoughts of the authot, I shall attempt to give the

* He was a native of PAdua. Livy, tlie Roman histarian, was also born
and buried in this celebrated city. A icopious biography of Luzzato is
‘given in the.Kerem Chemgd for 1838, by Joseph Almantzi, well worthy
the perusal of every lover jof learning. !
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translation in prose, leaving it to poetic genius,*t!!b g é!the
beauties, the graces, and the fire of the original.

rendered wonderful ! Riding upon!imagination’s wings, taki
a ]ofty ﬂlght, thou ﬁllest the hero s expanaed heart whth pi

- e
Leadho

overturn his soul 7” |
The writer of thre introduction, makes the followuhg relmark
upon this beautiful apostrophie :— A
\ n&o —
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¢ How fOl‘CIble is this poeuc effusign ! excited by the feelings
of a broken-hearted woman, in the fulness of grief, ltme ting !
her fate, not h ing before known, or heard any thl?g of) her
son, who had gone to war! thus bitterly regrehending) the
fondness of valiant men for entering the ﬁeld of battle, ot-
withstanding their success and their conquests. ‘

The translator of the * Idyllia,” of Bion and Mosclius, Fays
in his preface, page 18, « They will go down hand in hand to
future ages, as longas the beautiful language in whpch *bey
wrote shall continue to be understood ; as long as there are
hearts that can feel, or there is taste that. can appredxate 'the
graces of pure writing. ” oy

I trust the same will be said of Luzzato and Flshpum I
hope that some of our literati will be induced to|give us
translations of the works of these poets, as well ab of the
NI pn « Hakoloth Yachdolun” of Rumes ah,l of
the S5yvw NOWD « Meluchoth Shaul”t of Efrathi; the

¢ Two Greek Poets ‘

t This sacred drama, ©“ The Monarchy of Saul,” is a splendid pi
Hebrew writing. The description of the madness of Saul; th 501 mn

heart-stirring prayer of old Kish, in "blessing his grand-chﬂ der
the nuptial canopy, show the clevated style'and exalted though

poet.

’ ]
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NI paR “ Arba) Cosuth”:of Poppenheim, &c. &ec.
In speaking of the laudable effortsof our brethren abroad, I
beg to inform you of the discovery of some works of that
eminent grammarian and illustrious commentator, Aben Ezra,*
in wanuscript; one ofl which, qpm i ¢ Sefas Jeser,”
was brought to light in| Presburg, by Mordecai Bislechis, @
Brody, with a beautif\Ll introductory address, by the able
scholar and philanthropikt, M. Letteris, in 1838; in which he
gives a delightful image; of the destruction of Pothpeii, buried
for 1700 years, and its discovery some years since; to which
he compares, in extraorflinary fine;language, thé discoveries
in the .present age of the mental treasures of some of our
illustrious authors. H !says —
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*“ Some of the mosf| delightful and brilliant works of the

imagination having been lost (without having left a trace of

‘“His- NIV NNIN ¢ Iggereth Shabboth,” upon_Jewish astronomy,
one of his lately discovered works, is given in the *‘ Kerem Chemed” for
1839. 'The reader will learn that the principles upon which Herschel the
celebrated astronomer fougded his system of prognosticating the weather,
by the obseryations of the quarterly changes, of the moon may also be
seen in this work of Aben [Ezra, who ljved in the twelfth century.

REN,
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their existence, although more predious than gold ot precious
stones) of our men of renown, who had manifested théir wisdom
to surrounding nations; being the productions.of the wise men
of Israel, which had never been published; and al ough no
earthquake had swallowed up their beauty dnd their glory,
yet have they been imprisoned in libraries, so that their light
had never shone upon us until now, that the ighty has
caused it to be a day of rejoicing for us, in having roused the
heart of a respected philanthropist, who has conseprated his

wealth and forgone the comforts of home to wander hbroad in .

search of that which is most estimable, to obtain works in our
holy tongue from those unconscious of their worth; the lover
of wisdom and of the law, the highly gifted Mordecai Bislechis,
from Brody, by whose means some incomparable works have
already been brought to light, by the famous press jof Anton
Schmidt, in Presburg; and who is desirous to give to the
world other works unknown to our ancestors, being jn manu-
script,” ete.

See the money thus expended abroad by our worthy breth-
ren, to promote and promulgate knowledge and truth for the
benefit of our people; in bringing to light the lon -hldden
treasures of Hebrew and Rabbinical learning, to glatiden the
hearts of the studious and the pious, and to confirm the
opinions of the gréat (long departed) upon our holy *m the
foundation of the superstructure of our revered sages. Here
we see Jarchi, Maimonides, Aben Ezra, and other renowned
fathers of Israel, as it were, rising from their slumbers to

illuminate again our literary hemisphere, and, conscious of

some petty struggles in our camp, wafting through $pace to
dispel darkness and self-sufficiency, and to solve doubt. At
the very appearance of the symptoms of secesswn, they
manilest their angelic sceptres to collect our partiallytdivided
sheep into one fold in unity and brotherly love. l

The present Samuel Luzzato thus writes to Goldenberg in
1841; the editor of 1M D2 « Kerem Chemed” at tthe end
of one of his esteemed contributions, page 48, after te?ling
him of some yaluable manuscripts in his possession, gram-
matical and rhetorical treatises, dlalectlcs, commenﬁs, ete. ;
his noble spirit is thus manifested :—

et Vo, o
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« From all these precjous books I am ready and willing, if
the Almighty spare my health and strength, to send you-as

many extracts as you

desire; to plant them in your vineyard

for the glory of the authprs, of blessed memory, as well as for

the delight of all the

lovers of the sacred language. I have

already frequently sent copious extracts to eminent, as well

as well as in the possessi
think such is our duty,

{

n of mydriends, gratuitously; for 1

eading as it does to a greater mutual

as to less renowned meh, from glose works in my possession,
1

excitement, and inducing a harmony of feeling in so doing.
that such a feeling may ipfluence all the wise, scattered through

" the four corners of the

Ly a fam

edrth "—Astounding liberality ! 122

The editor, in his preface to the same magazine for 1841,

says:i—
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«“] hopé that those happy days are uot far distant—the

returning days of truth|and peace, when the wise’ and the great

of Ysrael, will go hand|in hand, and combine to enlighten their

brethren in all that i conducive to the refinement of mind,

and to usher forth w
that Israel may not
mouths of Gentiles.””

rks, illustrating what may be obscure,
be ¢a proverb and a bye-word in the

IR}
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. 1 hope shortly to see this Jewish and philanthropic feeling,
manifested amongst our brethren in Great Britg&in,; that
Jewish orthodox periddicals will be properly patrodised with
money and talent. I heed not who may be your edjtors, and
whether of weekly, monthly, or quarterly journals.+—Encou-
rage them! By increasing the matter with versatile talent,
seeking for, and finding some, who may aid in your glorious
cause of Zrue reform and earnest regeneration, you wﬂl increase
the interest in your publications; and by increasing;the con-
sumption, you will have to offer them at low prices. | Happy

daﬁ when the sons and daughters of Judah, after prayers _

and a comfortable repast on sabbath, forgetting all trouble
and avoxiety, will read their own periodicals; the tomposi-
tion of their own flock, breathing feeling in every line
responded to by every Jewish heart. ; :
Hebrew poetry, Hebrew biography, Hebrew learted con-
troversy, Jewish history, pieces of Talmud copiously explained
in good plain English, for the aid of students struggling with
and stumbling over apparent obscurities, will, I pe, be
comprised in our Jewish periodicals. } :

The_time may come, when some of our thoughts upon
Iiteratvi;;in such periodicals, may be thought worthy of being
extracted; translated into Hebrew or German, and jnserted
in_the TI)M D93 «Kerem Chemed,” the DY Moa
“Bikkuri Haithiii,” < The Orient,” and into other esteemed
works; so that the improvement, as well as the utility of the
Anglo-Jewish press, will be made manifest.

A bond of unity must be made between our literary and
influential men at home, and if possible, abroad ; to dombine

genius, talent, zeal, and pecuniary means for our national

good. |

Your merchants, loan-contractors, stock-brokers, x"nei_'of
independent property as well as tradesmen, will, I trust, exert
themselves to bring about a national literary, dhange: |to en-
courage Jewish learning, and to support, whilst th .earich,
their pational institutions. Shall we remain ‘éindolenl %hilst
others are making a rapid march in science ? Shall we neglect
the cultivation of mental excellence, whilst ‘light shines all
around us? In the Augustan age in which the llustriqus

B
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Mendelssohn lived, the ,‘erudite commentator Wesel, the
critically grammatical and philosophical Euchel, Joel Bril,
Baruch Lindo, Itsac Satndv, David Friedlinder and others,
who formed a galaxy of Jgwish genius in Berlin in the latter
part-of the last century, farnished, Besides their many much
, admired works, a Hebrdw magazine with their contribu-
+ tions 3 thus moulding the J‘ewish mind in wisdom and science,
giving a zest for Jewish lit¢rature, venerating and illustrating
the werks of our Rabbinf; but they were not required to
defend them, when there |was no attack, even in that renowned
age of Jewish philosophy. | ;

Heaven grant us in England * such philanthropists as
Joshua Schlesinger of Lemberg, and Mordecai Bislechis of
Brody, mentioned beforg, to patronise our literature, to
devote even a trifling frdctional part of their income in pro-
curing new editions of the|useful works of our best writers; to
aid in publishing good ele}mentary books, cheap, and therefore
easily obtained, for the proper grammatical understanding of
the Chaldaic and Syria(# languages, by which years of toil
over the Talmud, to the| exclusion of other knowledge, will
be saved. i '

Theletter of M. in the { Voice of Jacob” is highly conceived
and beautifully expressed, and I hope, may lead to some
good. “Qur co-religionis 5 in Britain are well inclined, blessed
with ample means, chaTitable, honoured for their intrinsic

worth,in proportion to itsnational importance; highly respected )

by their Christian neighbours, and now struggling for their
own good ; not fomenting dissensions from motives of strife,
but bewildered with the |abundance of choice in the modes of
reform. They are a]l lexcited to make a noble stand—to
build colleges, to endow schools, to rear scholars worthy of
such Anglo-Jewish institutions :—for the priesthood and for
the counting-house ; for the exchange and for the shop; for
the laboratory of sciende, and for the - admiration of a sux-
rounding world. ‘Therg is no split in the camp of Israel !
Our periodicals must be enriched with good Hebrew type,
- no expense must be '
in Hebrew and the trapslator’s attempt, to transfer its spirit
into pur-vernacular tongue,must be placed side by side. The

ed ; the poet’s unparalleled effusion |

W r——i——
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LITERARY POSITION. 11

such a noble cause; but I am prevented
at present, owing to my being engaged in

forty pages, will, I hope, with God’s blessing, be pubthed in
three or four months. .

I congratulate you upon the symptoms of hterary mform
amongst us, in the publication of some good and useful
one of which is an excellent translation by’ Lindo,
¢ Conciliator” of Manasseh Ben Israel.

Continue to give us elegant extracts from all the Hebrew
and Latin works of this champion of our nation, who p ured
our re-establishment in this land pf freedom, and ly
destroyed by his splendid and learned writings, much of the
pre-existing prejudices; which had banished our forefathers
from its shores. All our knowledge of the arts and sci
will tend to the great object—the confirmation of our hely
faith. If we study mathematics, we shall easily comprehend -
the Talmud of M3p o'RYY NND; if we learn astronpmy,
we shall properly understand the Talmud of WM WNRA,

together with Maitlonides upon 1N TP ¢ Kiddush
Hachodash,” also the old and new Cozri; ; and if we shall have
obtained a thoroughly grammatical knowledge of the Hebrew
language, we shall have laid the foundation* for all human
learning. In a little time, you, my countrymen, may ak be ,
imbued with the noble feeling, manifested by the Je
Leipzig, Prague, Brody, Berlin, Hamburgh, etc., to s rch
into the valuable public and private libraries of Great Britei
for the probably long-hidden manuscripts of our great lumi
aries, and ta enrich the republic of letters,. by brmgmg chose
invaluable treasures to light. b

What would our noble-minded Christian friends expeng, in

* Which will be illustrated in my forthcoming woﬁ

.-
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producing to the learned ‘orld, some of the lost books of Livy,
Sallust, and Cicero? Money would bé of the least consider-
ation. . I

Cultivate, therefore, Jewish talent; give a spur to genius;
encourage the sermons of your eloquent preachers; patronise
the Works of your living authors, lest others, struggling only
in their conceptions, dare not attempt to produce anything,
for fear of ruining themselves by the publication. Advance
the great cause of the Anglo-Jewish press; let your editors be
recompensed for their erjdeavours to enlighten your minds, in
directing your application to your sacred, national language;
in displaying all that is ;[)recious in your Divine charter, and
in teaching you to aspire, to that purity and excellence for
which you were once eminently distinguished above nations.

1 have hitherto only ¢onsidered one division of my subject ;
for in the outset of thig address, I requested you to mark the
contrast between the pyrsuits of foreign and British Israelites.
I have only given one lction of the contrast: I directed your
attention to the spirityal position .of the Hebrews in some
parts abroad, I implorkd you to follow their footsteps if you
wished to améliorate y&ur condition ; but I must now speak
- of yoyr present position in this country, for I humbly conceive,
that our spiritual and worldly state are so mysteriously inter-
woven, that it is difficylt to separate them.

Permit me, now, to|refer you to the well-written letter l)j
M. of February 2nd, dddressed to our British champion and
philanthropist, Sir M ises Montefiore, wherein he makes the
following beautiful rezmark:—- ,

“ At what period sgever, sir, we take up our own history,
we might find matter|for wonder and astonishment, if wonder
and astonishment did|not yield to deeper emotions; not to go
back to the nobler periods of .our existence—not to raise the
veil which already partially falls over intermediate times, our
present state is equally worthy of investigation with the past,
and may repay such investigation, if not with the vain quali-
ficatfon of philosophik curiosity, yet with the substantial benefit
of present and futur¢ amelioration.” ,

_I concur with the jabove remark, so eloquently and so phi-
losophically stated ; out I regret to differ from him when he

|
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He says :—
¢ But I think that he indeed must be a bvld man, who
say, tHat the social position in which we now stand is desira

be in future times one of the scandal wonders of this age,” te.
‘1 trust that this third and ultimate stage of the disorder has
not arrived ; that we are in the second is indisputable; if it
be not so, upon what principle can it be explained, that at
this moment, in the middle of the nineteenth century, when
the prejudices of ages seem to have crumbled to the dust,
wherr the mere passive power of time alone, would seem to
have eﬁ'ecte{d their overthrow,” etc. ¢ That yet at this mo-
ment, we alone remain to illustrate by our position, what those
prejudices were; to show, that even time leaves something
untouched amidst the ruins which he makes, and {0 provie to
Wisdom and Justice that their work is incomplebe! Iican
imagine, sir, that the future historian of this conntry,]the

impartial Hume or Gibbon of his day, in recounting the events

of this penod-—after he shall have dilated with a glowing [pen
and honest pnde—upon the glonons deeds;of his countrymen,
in arts and arms—on extended empire and beneficial logisla-
tion, etc.—-inll turn wnth a sigh to some of the darkersh of

for the exercise of political functions, but that it precluded
the individual from the full development off the social feelihgs ;
and that to be a Jew was presumptive evidbnce of a deﬁcxbncy
in mental, moral, and political worth.”

The writer then states, * In.concluding these someprhat
melancholy anticipations of history, I must'advert, on the ¢

hand, to the wise and good men of all religious persuas
of different political parties, who discountenance these pj
dices; whose more generous mpathy demands our grati
whilst it pomts the way to appler umes If such
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individual intercoulte with oux Christian fellow-countrymen,
‘exceptions to the ruje, where mutual knowledge has become
"the foundation of mfitual esteem.”

When the philosophic eye takes a survey of Jewish affairs
throughout the world, it penetrates deeply into causes and
effects; so that we ﬂare not rashly pronounce a sentence of
condemnation upon the ¢ workings of time,” .or upon the
inscrutable decrees of « wisdom and justice.”

The world at large is our home; we change our residences,
according to the caprice and prerogatives of kingdoms; some-
times driven by force, at other times befriended with indul-
gence. Some governments, following the light of religion, of
policy, and of justice, hold up to their own people the best

* - example of elevating human nature, in their kind treatment

of their. Jewish subjgcts; whilst others, blinded with supersti-
tion, lost, as it wene, in a wilderness of mental sleep, and
seized with the terror of fanatic renown, are awakened by the
~ thunder of an enlightened world, proclaim aloud, upon
seeing their cruelties towards us, that all Israel are one family,
pratected by one de and, therefore, entitled to the respect
of the laws of humapity..

The philosophy, rhe religion, the history, ‘and the pursuits
of the Hebrew natiob, are now more studied than at any ol}:}r
period, since the rise of Christianity. Every British Parfia-
mentary session in which the subject of Jewish emancipation
has been discussed, has more strongly riveted our claim in
the hearts of all libgral-minded men, and it is slowly approxi-
mating to its hoped-for consumniation.

When, until of latg, could we have obtained the interference
of governments, great, powerful, and enlightened? One soli-
tary individual, Sir Moses Montefiore, an ambassador of peace,
seeing the burning yet not consumed bush-in the East, throws
around him the mantle of truth, and with eredentials of nation-
ality, backed with thefinfluence of the British government, repairs

to the spot, and pullsjoff his shoes as did our legislator in Horeb,’

that is, he put away|all human suggestions: the subject was
sacred, the finger of |God was there. ¢ He who made a way
in the sea, and a path in the mxghty waters,”. enabled him to
redeem his people frFm the hand of the persecutor, and from

N e
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to wipe the stain of injustice from their governors.

Thus, from evil cometh good, #s may be seen by
ment of the Jews in Jerusalem at present. In the ol

treat-
imes,”

holy sepulchre, from a baud of Christian fanatics, who 1
for dead on the spot. : ,
The French consul Lentivy, having been afformed' f the

who had the parties arrested; a- measure which excited an —
extraordinary sensation among the Christian populatio
adduced, in extenuation of the oﬁ'ence, t.he existen

The priors of the Greek and Latin convants, mt,erfer
behalf of their co-religionists; but Lentivy would admit

their paying the expences of their victim'sillness. The I
moreover, issued orders, forbidding Christians, .unde
severest penalties, from ill treating Israelites, who should|pass
before the church of thie holy sepulchre.
Such has been the effect of the acquittal of the Jews from
blame in Rhodes and in Damascus. Their moral worth is re-
spected in the East. The Ancona persecution is stopped in| the
bud, and if there be at present any incipient symptoms oj;ﬂp—
pression in other places, it is hoped, by Divine power, speedily
todieaway. ¢ For the Lord’s portion is his people, Jacob is|the
lot of his inheritance; He found bim in a desert land, and in
the waste howling wilderness; He led him about, he instructed
him ; he kept him as the apple of his eye” (Deut. xxxii. 9, 10).
I will now, then, respectfully ask the writer of the anonymmm
letter, M. in the Poice of Jacob, whether ¢ the social posi
which we now stand in England, is not desirable” ? advand g
daily—although I acknowledge, ‘“that he wounld be a misjudg
one who deems it incapable of improvement.” Dare I say, ¢ tltat
this position will be one of the scandal wonders of the age’?
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Can I with truth affirn that “ we are in the second stage of

the disorder,” an in#aginary disorder? We may at this
moment (I allow) “/albne temain to illustrate by ‘our position

what those prejudices
are gradually vanishi
dawning upon us, and|
meridian ; the genius,
Hebrews being made
the world; they will

citizens. ;

were” once against us, and how they
ng away. How. the sun of liberty is
may, iwith G(;zi’s will, soon arrive at its
the integrity, and the philanthropy of
manifest, must shake the prejudices of
be considered as men and as fellow-

Can we, captives 6f Judah, say with the able writer M.

that we remain “{fo prove to wisdom and justice that their
work is incomplete”?| Remember the words of the prophet,
% For the mountains ghall depart, and the hills be removed;

but my kindness shall
covenant of my peace
and justice are workin

not depart from thee, neither shall the
be removed” (Isaiah liv. 10). Wisdom
g for us in Britain; the future impartial

* Humés and Gibbons pf their day, with honest pride will exult
in recoxiding their cpuntry’s treatment to Judah since the

commencement of the

nineteenth century, the much-boasted-of

period, when the philbnthropist, Abraham Goldsmid, glittered
in the Jewish horizon} when institutions were raised for the in-

“firm and the aged, and
Levy (an Englishman
our faith openly and

for the instruction of youth; when David
) was excited and encouraged to defend
boldly, and to proinulgate learning apd

trath. When these historians of future days shall, with glow-

ing pen, recount the

many Jewish charitable societies which

have lifted up their heads in Britain, and how many liberal
Christians have aided with their contributions every thing
tending to a glorious dause ; how this feeling was reciprocal, and
how the tears of Judgh dropped for Christian misery wherever
found, accompanied| with sympathy and donations—when
they will tell posterity that yoi can legally possess freehold—
that yon have had a Hebrew knight, sheriff, and high sheriff:
- that you are becoming literary; that you glory in your own
Anglo-Jewish press; that you usher forth newspapers and
learned periodicals, and encourage Jewish genius, which are
all partially encouragged by our Christian frierids; that you
are, it is true, disqudlified as yet from the exercise of high

i
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LECTURING IN, THE SYNAGOGUE. b7

political functions, sitting in Parliament, and a few othér pri-
vi?eges and rights of Britons; to obtain which, you ate oc-
casionally petitioning without noise and pomp; raising no
enivy, and creating no jealousy ; that such petition§ werg also
sent from Chrigtians themselves from many large towns,
defended by many great and distinguished men in both Holuses; :
and, above all, thatiyou have the good feeling and good wishes
and assistance, of the major part of the inhabitants of Bri
can I then agree with the very able literary correspondent of the
Voice of Jacob, M. *¢ that to be a Jew in the nineteenth cen ry”
would be recorded by some future Gibbon or Hume, * as pre-
sumptive evidence of a deficiency in mental, moral, and polati
worth I” Forbid it, Truth!
1 may shortly have another oppof?unity of addressing lyou
upon your position in Britain, when I shall make some philo-
sophical observations upon your political state, and the reas
of your apparent apathy in the great cause of our eman
tion, as well as some remarks upon a famous speech of
Lyndhurst against it, made in the House of Lords some fe

Synagogue, their use and abuse; also some particulars ab
Jewish finance, etc. etc. as well as some interesting lettq
written to eminent men, and replied to, in the early stages
and struggles of lecturing in our Synagogue. I shall\thén
give you an account of a manuscript essay upon Jewish yfo 0,
entrusted only to two gatitlemen® nine years ago. The tinde
was not then fitted for carrying out these reforms ; but man;
of the good measures which have since been adopted havp
partly emanated from this source, “ The Essay on Jewish Rer
form,” not yet published. ;

I have only taken an activeé part in aiding to establish Eng;
lish lectures in the Synagogue, but I beg to be particularly
understood, that any thing I or any other person may respectfil
fully propose to you, cannot and ought not to obtain youlj
sanction without the full concurrence of your  Beth Din'i
or ecclesiastical authority; to which the greatest. courtgsy,\‘
respect, and submission, must be shown, :

j i

* Since that time, one of these gentlemen departed this life. I have [
not the manuscript in my possession, only a fragment of a copy of it: at |
presesnt it would be valuable to me. g
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. It will be necessary for me, to give you a short history of the
introduction of lectures, into our Synagogue in Liverpool. They
had much to struggle with, but ultimately succeeded, by the per-
severing efforts of a few individuals here, as well as by the talents
and exertions of the Bev. D. M. Isaacs, our Ppresent pastor.
Years have gone Hy, since this subject became mooted here.
A letter was sent to the congregation by a gentleman, earnestly
calling their attention to this neeessary appendage to our
worship, which had bten adopted in all countries—Dby all sects,
to enlighten the mitlxlds of their communities in a language
that they understoo.d4' and the good that would result from their
introduction into our Synagogue. '
~ There. was, at that time, an unaccountable superstitious
prejudice against the English language being used in the
Synagogue, althougl{ the lectures given by Jews in all parts
of the world were either in Spanish, Portuguese, or German ;
and the writer of th'is letter combated all the objections that
could be brought aghinst preaching in our vernacular tongue,
as our flock was principally composed of those who only un-
derstood English; and he judiciously asked, could morality be
inculcated without instruction ? and could instruction be con-
veyed in an unknown language? A young man at that t
was invited to give five or six lectures in the year. Three or
four years went on:{the Rev. M. Nathan, now of Jamaica (the
- author of a very exqellent sermon lately published), being at
that time secretary to the Liverpool congregation, lectured for
six or seven years a} the rate of six per year, improving as he
went on. The very system gained much attraction, and laid
the foundation of that excellent mode of conveying instruction
in our places of wagrship, in many parts of the world, where
the English language is spoken. The Rev. Mr. Nathan, by
his fertile mind, zegl, and talent, opened a path in Jamaica,
for his flock to armive at the knowledge of truth. He has
established a Hebrew school, and is now engaged in ushering
forth a Jewish magazine. o -
*he Hebrew -residents in Livérpool saw light, were con-
vinced of the utility and importance of having a minister of
truth, and elected |the Rev. D. M. Isaacs, to the regular ap-
pointment of lecthrer. The good that he has done can be
. gathered from his éxample being followed in other towns.

]
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Some few have said that his language is too lofty—an admi-
rable fault in a self-taught preacher, ronstantly employed in

studying the lofty expressions and. shblime thoughty of our -

Divine records in the original, in becéming familiarised ;with
the best eloquence of the best books of our;Hebrew writers.
omby I AR 1IN 0 oWl 1 op by
But it is very easy, if necessary, to Jower the fire, tq lessen
the beauties of sublimity, and to accommodate style|to the
capacities of hearers; but I firmly beliage, that in following
the humble advice' I have given in this letter, the shiperior
eloquence of a popular preacher will not be considered ja fault
with us, any more thar it is with our judicious, talent-hdmir-
ing Christian friends in’ this country. '
How few do we meet with like him wcapable of prech'mg
extempore for more than an hour approptiately, and in elegant
tanguage, witksut tiring his audience?
Scarcely had he been elected lecturer, than he opendd the
eyes of his community to the value of Hebrew education, as
well as ® the want of a school for the poor. He exerted

himself nébly, and he triumphed : his voice reached different

places; others became zealous to carry out the same Jiews,

has already attended the schools whlch thby have establish
Monday, March 15th, was a day of rejqicing for the Is
ites of Liverpool. The consecration of the new Synago

poetry, and 1 regTet that I did not then hear him. As
occasion whlch gave rise to the erectmg of éhe new Synago

* 1 shall gite yoo an mtereatmg account fromithe book “ Jochasin,” of

the ordination bf the D3 WK™ “ head of the captivity” in Babylon, Aty
his lecturing exl the Sabbath.

i
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|
of Jecturing, the best akd easiest mode of training young men
to the pulpit, and what 1s ossential to their study ; at the same
time showing the diffefence 10 be observed between Jewish
and Christisn lecturersL and I hope the time is not far dis-
tant, when this efficaciops method, so lately introduced amongst
us, will be followed in gvery place of worship, in every congre-
gation throughout Britain, and tend to the spiritual welfare of
our people. |

Liverpool has also given rise t0 o < ..o but 1 will be
silent, and not stir up the temporary dissensious of the sons
3f Judah. Give good, sterling, substantial, sound, and philo-
éo‘p‘hical Hebrew and Rabbinical learning, and I declare, there
never can be dissensions in Israel.

Thus has Liverpool held out the inspiriog wand, that stirred
up minds to scatter ine knowledge of our faith in various
parts of the earth. The Rev. S. M. lIsaacs, of America,
having, whilst in London, marked the successful career and
gpiritual influence of l}» veverend brother in Liverpool, was,

a few years ago, induted to take charge of a flock in New
York, to preach to thousands, with great effect and much
good, the word of the God of Israel. Our brethren in Bir-
mingham, having seeh the necessity of English lectures and
their successful influepce in Liverpool, with heart and soul
determined to ameliorgte their spiritual condition, and elected
the Rev. Dr. Raphall [to the office of pastor. He was edibt)
of the Hebrew Reviaw,jand is a highly talented man. Muc
praise is due to him-frt" the great good effected by his elo-
quence, his learning, !ia zeal, his counsel, and his influence
in Birmingham.

Manchester having |also, a few years back, witnessed the
proud and noble stan its neighbouring town Liverpool had
taken in the regeneration of its Hebrew people, soon followed
its example, and engaged the first of pegularly appointed
lecturers, the Rev. D.|M. leaacs, of Liverpool, to dispense the
benefits of religious and moral instruction, to its Jewish popu-
lativn, once every fortnight. Owing to the increase of Jabour
in Liverpool, the Rev. Mr. Isaacs was compelled to resign his
chargd in Manchdste which is now without a,lecturer. 1
have thus spoken of Liverpool as it merits; and nothing could

have raised my esteen) for the editor of the Voice of Jacob more,

g ™ gl .
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than his prudence in not inserting in bis paper ex part state-

ments tending to foment the rage, af a party spirit|in. this

|

town, and in not suffpring even the appeals of both sidesiat

once to find room in-his columns, but,|as he very judjciously

observes in his number 65, February 9nd, * The pricg of sur |

H

advocacy, or co-opefation, is, that .the congregation enfer

into such preliminary and precautionary reciprocal ¢nga
ments, as may secure] the interests oq religion, of th poor,

and of conventional dgcorum, from the possible future| parti- .

sanship of rival officials, or the jealousy of their constitdents;

% Our London regders, especially,) will understani how -
expedient it is to restrjct the limits wil%in that (which has not

inaptly been termed tshoolism’) which shall be allowbd-tie
opportunity of conflict with the tommon interests of Iskael as
a religious community, We are hpw idformed that no thutual
understanding of such a character hes |been come to by the
two congregations; and, therefore, so far as our formal recom-

mendation has any weight with those who do and can|assist

the struggles of rising Synagogues, we deem it a d ty to
suspend it, either until the needful precautions hiave been
secured, or in order to be instrumental to the securing of
them.” . ' ,

The above is the most sensible remark which a Jewish
editor could have penned; and as I havein this address, to the
best of my power, advocated the Anglo-Jewish press, I|hope
all future: editors of our periodicals will follow Mr. Franklin’s
example, and endeavour to heal the wouhds of Israel. | The
cloud passes—sunshine follows, TN bnsm NN aMm
“aud couple the tent together thal it may be one” (Exodus
xxvi-11).  Under the guidance of such editors, we may sdy, in
the words of Solomon, Eccles xii. 11, 1133772 Dyoon Y139
MIBDOX 7pr3 DY MwnD) « The words of the|wise
are as goads, and as nails fastened by the masters of cqllec-
tions;” that is, when the goading words ate words of the poise
spurring on to peace and harmony, to p{i'ecautionary ndi-
tions, and good-will, as the Divine writer says, Eccles. i

are heard in quiet,” lulling the swell of padsion, and the

tention of parties; commotions in Israe], which are,
. ! :

1
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world and a history of three thousand years can testify ; then
will the collectors of these wise sayings be ¢ as nails fastened,”

the views of editors tll be preserved, their stability will be

were, from yestersz—-theu‘ brotherly love a surrounding

respected ; no partiality will move them; all may pin their
faith upon their wellssifted communications; and pursuing a
Seriptural figure, ‘7}::‘1 Sy nx ;L‘n‘ DVAYR A D
727 T D907 Eccles. x. 20), * For the bird of the air
shall carry the voice, jand that which hath wings ¥hall tell the
matter.” That is, t l’je pen of the writer, and the powerful'
press, will declare to lellons, the laudable attempt making for
the regeneration, the| spiritual improvement, and as a conse-
quence, the worldly dmelwratzon of British Israelites.

A few days since, [l received by post from Amsterdam, a
pamphlet in Hebrew1, entitled V'R‘%D PON  « Emeth Me-
aretz,” ¢“truth from thb land,” contammg an interesting account
of the reconciliation |between the pious and learned Rabbi,
Hirsch Lehren, in Amsterdam, and some learned men in the
Holy Land; after some little dissension which had existed
there ; which happy reconciliation. was effected by the inter-
ference and counsel of two illustrious Englishmen, Baron
Rothschild and Sir Moses Montefiore. Should any learned
gentleman give anodher gdition of this pamphlet, or make
judicious extracts frpm it, with an English- translation, he
would do a service to the cause of Jewish learning, piety, atlh?
charity, in rousing our brethren to aid in supporting a remnaiit
of Judah in the Holy Land, and in impressing a feeling of
sympathy for Zion, remembering the words of the Psalmist,
WH Mown o TrowR oR “If I f‘orget thee, O
Jerusalem, my right lhand shall forget. its cunning.” It may
not be considered presumptuous in me, if I should advise such
translator to preface his pamphlet with an English version of
Mendelssohn’s metrical tranglation of that most ‘beautiful
elegy, composed by| Rabbi Jehuda Halevi begmmng n\y
orwn RS Rion hdlo tishali, « Zion, shouldst thou enquire.’

1 have proved the pxcellence of lectures in English to burst
the barriers of superstition in the pursuit of truth and reason,
and have shewn the great desire in other provigcial towns to
carry out the noble vigws of Liverpool and Birmingham. Ports-
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, \
mouth being in want of a reader, advertises that one able to

_ give English lectures would be desirable. The Metropolis
itself has made this an essential qualification in the new

Rabbin, or High Priest, not yet elected. .
_ All that is good, has possibly, in some degree, emanated
from Liverpool; I, therefore, give every credit to the editor

of the Poice of Jacob for his reserve, ant admire his moderation

in not aiding the mischievous promulgation of excitirig words,
arising probably from misunderstanding, misconstruetion, or
misconception ; because in the abstract consideration, unpa-
ralleled Jewish brotherly affection, can never be doubted.

Fathers of Israel ! bear with me, if I am too bold in giving
advice—the advice of peace. One demestic affliction, omne
heart-stirring illness has followed the other. I feel a conso-
lation in imparting light—rational—na jonal light. Worldly
joy can no longer be mine, when it canrot be shared with me
by the beloved partner of my life, snatched from me by an
all-wise Providence. In the leisure hours of melanchoii, I am
relieved by my pen. I glory in defepding our faith, and
engaged in that, I must give vent to my feelings—I1 must
defend my people. :

I prefer writing for the benefit of the house of Israel, to the
bewildering uncertainty of trade; and { trust that my forth-
coming work, mentioned before, will enable me to accomplish
this wish. - ‘ '

I have given you the true and cheering account of your
present position in Britain; I have shown you in what you
have progressed during the last forty-five years, and what is
necessary for your further advancement. 1 have not spoken
of the improvements in Liverpool, in the tone of congrega-
tional aggrandisement, and have not converted that which is
the birth of accident, to the triumph of self-sufficiency. 1
have not lessened my deference to other tawns, especially to
the Metropolis, wherein is centred all that is necessary to
render its Jewish population .wise; I have| only held up to
view the effect of example, the rapid spread: of useful reforms
to other congregations; and shown the possibility of equal or
superior henefite, that may result from your|mighty co-opera-
tion, in a city famed for its wealth, its learting, and its phi-
lanthropy—the capital of England! t _

. \ A i
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. If English lectur?s originating in Liverpool, have been
introduced into other congregations; if the finance system of
assessment attempteh there, prqving beneficial, has been in
p:irt, or in- the whole, acted upon in other places,—you still
may glory in an Anglo-Jewish press, in the issuing of learned
and useful works, in concentrafing the talent of our people,
in establishing a college, in forming literary societies, in car-
rying out every desired well-upderstood reform; and above
all, in showing to Liverpool, jwell constitured as it is, well
provided as it is with every thihg tending to its welfare, that
no congregation can prosper without unity and peace.

I know that you will submit with deference, to your lec-
yet in every thing relating to
discipline and management of lcongregational duty, you your-
selves will be the best judges,—ever courteous to submit the

-adoption of any material chapge in your measures to the

. . ! . . . .
- -consideration of your metropolitan ecclesiastical tribunal.

Your provincial lecturers will not aggrandise to themselves
the power of judging you, yet be unwilling to be judged
by you, but they will be so constituted, only to instruct you;
and yet I hope that they will bow to the judgment of a dis-
cerning and religious Jewish public. God alone is the Judge
of the heart; the motives of action cannot be penetrated by
man. You may be pleased in hearing lecturers now and then
declare, in their pulpits, that they will not bend to the
aristocracy of wealth; but hearing them continually using
this insipid yet exciting expressiou, must induce us to think,
that it is not concordant to the spirit of peace and.good feel-
ing pecessary to exist between pastor and flock. Thanks to
God] we have no aristocracy of wealth amongst us! I mean
wealth so constituted in the house of Israel, as to form an
aristpcracy, much more one which cramps and stunts the pro-
lifie p'owers of genius, talent, and truth. We live in a free
couqtry, and, thank heaven ! we are born free agents. 1 heard
a gentleman beautifully describe that freedom was light: so,
if, i our daily prayers, we bless God for having created light,
and ‘ps the freedom of the mind is light, can 4ny one, in treat-

O

* In my next Address, I will give you an appropriate quotation from
the Talmud of «Jebamoth, 12th Perek,” f1y'br1 My commencing
1M 1YY YN MY VAN YYM
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ing upon this subjeet, introduce a bewﬁldermg, expl ded doc-
trine, and declare that we ought not t(% thank God for havmg
made us free agents ?

J intend in some future remarks upc)n the art of lecturing,
to enter fully upon this subject, taking our sages for y war-
riors, and strengthening my views with extracts from nasseh
- Ben Israel’s work, “ De Creatione.” +

I cannot conclude this letter upon our position in England,
without adverting to the great desire manifested by‘some of
our Christian friends to regenerate us according ito their
. views—to convert us to their faith. I cannot but |suppose
- that this proceeds from a good feeling, engendered by a con-

viction in their own minds of the truth of their doctrine, and

a positive injunction contained in their charter, to preach up

their mode of salvation to every soul throughout the .
A Avoid polemics if you can; but if you are forced jnto the
R arena of controversy, argue mildly and patiently. Seyenteen
years have elapsed singe I published my {Address * to
sionaries; I regret that it was too harsh, and that it
contain a little more argumentative lea ipg. In the id:
Mendelssohn there were no missionary sogjeties. I
not ajtempted to beseduced from the faith of Abraham;
wise he probably wotlld have girded up| his loins, and stood
forth the champion of his people. Lavater bad, unkndowa to
him, suddenly challenged him in prmt ito refute ¢ Bonnet’s
Evidences of Christianity,” and made hse of Mendet)hns
private opinion, casually communicated | him in conversation,
which produced that extraordinary reph t}o Lavater,| which
astonished and delighted Jews and Chn} txans, containing his
reasons for not meddling in polemics; but we live amangst a
stirring, an enlightened people, the hristians of |Great
Britain. Our entire silence when quesétoned upon re hglon
would be construed into ignorance, whnlst& pushmg, meddii
provoking fulness of zeal for controversy, ;would savaur (af
presumption. If then you are prudently induced to
controversy with your Christian friends, remember|

e gt e
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* This was tranelated iito Italian by the late S| Bonil, snd was circu-
lated through Italy. Lo 1
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humble advice :—DBe firstly grounded in the sacred language,
upoﬁ a knowledge of which all argument hinges; understand
well the writings of Maimonides, Abarbanel, Albo, Meudels-
sohn, Wesel, etc. Be pretty well acquainted with ecclesiastical
history, as well as with the controversial writings of Trini-
tarians and Unitarians; take care that your opponents have,
in some degree, part of those means suiting them for theolo-

- gical disputation—you will then possibly reach the highest
degree of logical reasoning—you may improve, but you will
not convert each other. It would take up one hundred pages
to do justice to this interesting subject, ¢ our present position
in Englan.” I have only given a sketch of the various sub-
Jects tending to the elucidation of our ¢ position.”

- I perceive that Mr. Hoga, and a few other seceders from
our faith, still manifest a clinging desire to some of the
essentials ‘of our sacred religion; and it is amusing to see
them following in the footsteps of the Rev. J. Oxlee, as may
be seen if-his letter to the Archbishop of Canterbury, attack-
ing some| of the tenets of Christianity. When the awful
Damascus affair took place, three years since, I must acknow-
ledge thaf these mistaken and unfortunate apostates thundered
forth a ddclaration against the base persecution, and, prourpted

«“ And ndeed with all their faults, there is in them a heart
entirely devoted to Him, with an attacliment and love stronger
than death. There are still among ‘Jews, many thousands
who have made a covenant with their eyes, who meditate in
the law jof God day and night, cleave to him with all their

" heart, and are ready to be burnt alive for his love. O! if
Christiags would know a little better the true and genuine
charficter of the Jews, then they might understand, that even
now, ‘Israel is holy to'the Lord as his first-fruit, and all
who eat him shall be gpilty in his judgment, and every one

.. whe shows him kmdness shall receive the blessmg from the

i Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.’ ”
l j '
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These are not, thank heaven, such apostates as wa read of !

in the ‘Anglia Judaica, breeding mischief against the sons of
‘Judea, and vituperating their holy religion. ’

The Anglia Judaica, an old work, giing the history of the
Jews from their first settlement in Brit{xin, all the acts of par-
liament against them, and their many lleavy persecutigus and
banishments, down to their re-admission under Crpmwell,
might possibly be new-modelled and our history be carried on
to the present time. 'Tovey, the author, had a great prejudice
against the Jews, expressed himself too violently, said much
which could not be verified, and much that requires refutation.

If we have not a great number of British Jews well versed
in Hebrew literature, we are not to be blamed ; our ancestors
were perhaps not so eager for what might not have bedn con-
sidered profitable learning. Those who came to E%lgland
under Cromwell, or soon after, were influenced by theldesire
of enriching themselves {—plain elementary Hebrew education
was given to their children: more was not required. jut let
me tell you, that you had great men living in England; eight
hundred years ago. The sayings of the wise men of Ndrwich
and of York are quoted in some of the additions made by.the
expounders of the Talmud. ’ :

I hope we shall again see our childrgf\ grow up in wisdomn
and divine knowledge; that our dissensions will ceasej that
our troubled communities will be ca!meﬂ to peace; thét our
literary position will equal that of our continental brethren;
that the manuscripts of our learned men; will not be withheld
from publication, either by design or by neglect; that our

lecturers may proclaim truth throughout our land, that Jeru- -

salem may not be lost sight of, that out temporal condition
—though not our chief aim—may be so ameliorated, Bs to
enable us to dispense joy and benefit to our co-religignists
throughout the world; believing as I do, that the Jews will
take the lead in all that is learned, in all that is excellenit, in
all that is beneficent, and that it may again be said of theit—
A -911an wn AN BoN Dy pm “ Surely this Z.r)eat
nation is a wise and understanding people,” Cob
-'MOSES SAMUEL.
36, Panaprse-sTaEET, L1verrooL.
April 1844. -
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